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Pair in the morning, probable shower* later in

the day; southerly winds.

Abraham Lincoln was known as a

rail splitter, and Mr. Tillman is striv¬
ing' hard 'to work up a reputation as a

party splitter.

With Tillman making speeches in
that State, Kansas will feel very much
disposed to resume the bleeding busi¬
ness at the old stand.

Mr. Gorman is credited with a plan
to prolong the session of Congress. Mr.
Gorman should understand that there
is such a thing as giving the country
too much of a horrible example.

Mr. Quay declares that he Is very
much in earnest in his candidacy. This
may be true, but he is not meeting
with much success in his effort to in-
noculate the country ^rlth his serious¬
ness.

That no Democratic Senator in the
States most affected by the misman¬
agement of the Pacific railroads should
stand ready to present Senator Mor¬
gan's minority report against the fund¬
ing bill in that gentleman's enforced
absence is a sorry thing for Democ¬
racy.a worse thing for the Senators
who failed of their- duty. As for Sen¬
ator White's inexplicable evasion of a

task which he volunteered to discharge,
and which should have been to him a

pleasure as well as a duty, it can only
result in conjectures exceedingly harm¬
ful to the California statesman's pub¬
lic repute.

It Is evident that the women will
win their fight for admission as lay
delegates to the Methodist Episcopal
C' arch conferences. They are per-

t^nt and confident. But they are

.> .iifmore confident i^Causetftey"
almost won their seats to the Quad¬
rennial Conference to be held in Cleve¬
land in May. Out of a total of 10,120
votes cast, 7,511 were In favor of ad¬
mitting them. It requires a three-
fourths vote to secure their admission,
so they came within 470 votes of the
requirement. This indicates that they
will win In the end, for they have come
too near the goal to fail to reach it
with another effort.

Our Detective Bureau certainly owes
to the public some kind of explanation
concerning the escape from this coun¬

try of the men who took the Burden
Jewels. It now appears that these men
had been under surveillance here by a

private detective agency, and that the
Central Office knew of their prepara¬
tions to leave the country. But neither
the authorities nor the agency went
any further than to' watch the two
thieves depart, although it was mor¬

ally certain even atfthat time that they
were the culprits. It was not until
they had reached London and under¬
taken to dispose of the plunder that by
mere accident they fell into the hands
of the English officers. It now looks
as if the $10,000 reward offered by Mr.
Burden would have to go to the Lon-
dan policemen who stumbled on the
rise, and not to the New York officers,
wno had their men within their grip,
but didn't know It.

THE CUBAN GOAL.
General Maceo and his compatriots

have given no sort of hint that they
are the kind of men to accept half a

I
loaf from Spain and lay down their
arms. They are not fighting for a mod¬
ification of Spanish tyranny, but for
absolute independence. The fact that
they have forced Spain half way to her
knees is no sort of indication that they
are content to stop there. Both Senor
Castelar and Senor Sagasta are mag¬
nanimous to a degree, but, as we say
in this country, slightly off their base.
"They would make large concessions to
Cuba.provided always that the sov¬

ereign rights of Spain were secured."
Exactly.but it is the sovereign

rights of Spain that are in dispute, and
nothing else. These patriots who have
Imitated us In their Indomitable strug¬
gle for liberty, who have from the be¬
ginning planted themselves squarely
on their right to govern themselves,
will not accept with thankfulness the
suggestion . which unhappily comes
from the United States.that they give
over their Idea of achieving their inde¬
pendence, and, in view of some reduc¬
tion In the taxes and a modification of
the colonial government, consent to
acknowledge the sovereignty of Spain.
What have these self-sacrificing he¬

roes ever done that warrants such an

Ignominious suggestion as this?
They have dedicated their lives to a

single purpose.It is to free Cuba once

..nd forever from the clutch of Spain.

They have, without sympathy and
without resources other than their un¬

conquerable spirit, pushed their ad¬
versary to the point of compromise.
Does any one who understands the
character of these men, and of all men
since time begun who have taken their
lives in their hands for the sacred
cause of liberty, suppose for one mo¬

ment that they will now throw away
all the fruits of their struggle and
acknowledge the sovereignly of Spain
in return for a few favors? The Cuban
patriots are not fighiing to enlighten
the Madrid authorities on the princi¬
ples of home government, but to get
rid of them forever. If the bystanders
will keep their hands off long enough
they will unquestionably do it.

THE FUNDING BILL.
In another column of this page a

gentleman fully posted on all the obvi¬
ous faultiness and hidden Iniquities of
the bill providing for the funding- of
the indebtedness to the United States
Government of the defaulting Pacific
railroads, calls attention tb some curi¬
osities of Congressional procedure
through which this bill has attained
sudden and irregular standing in
House and Senate. Mr. Bierce's out-'
line of the methods employed to force
this bill to premature hearing needs no

amplification. His story of the curious
failure of a Senator from the State
most affected by the Pacific roads oli¬

garchy to carry out his promise of op¬
position to the measure suggests a

painful course of reflections when the
nature of the bill is kept in mind.
It is needless to measure words in

dealing with this bill. It is simply a

bill to legalize an already completed
robbery of the public to the amount of

more than $120,000,000, and tq make pos¬
sible and safe an additional swindle
amounting to two-thirds as much.
Two railroads, the Union Pacific and

the Central Pacific,\we the United
States Government $114,000,000. The

greater part of this money was re¬

ceived by the corporations in the shape
of bonds of the United States on which
the nation is now paying interest. The
Government for its part has received
neither interest nor principal on its
debt. This funding bill, so precipi¬
tately reported by a committee of
doubtful legality, and which so com¬

mends itself to the lawmakers that

distinguished Senators resort to petty
falsehood rather than antagonize it, is
intended to renew this debt for fifty
.years g,t 2 per^ejQt^ and^the^^lease
the debtors from all liability on pay¬
ment of barely 1% per cent per annum

more. It is a bill for the spoliation of
the American people.

If these railroads had been honestly
built and had failed to make money,
Americans would look with resignation
upon the loss to the Government. But
the money that the Government loses

goes into the pockets of a mere hand¬
ful of robbers and swindlers who differ
from the Burden thieves partly in the
size of their peculations, partly in the
tact that they keep servants instead
of serving, but not at all in their lack
of honesty. Huntington and .his asso¬

ciates robbed the roads while building
them; they wrecked them as their
owners; they systematically planned
to defraud the Government by keeping
the valuable portions of the roads, ter¬

minals, feeders, ferries, bridges, etc.,
in their own control and free from the
Government mortgage. They have be¬
come enormously wealthy. Though the
Union Pacific be in the hands of re-

ceivers, they do not suffer; though# the
Government should seize it, they will

still roll in wealth. The funding bill,
in behalf of which they are exerting
every resource of the politician and

corruptlonist, will multiply their

wealth. Its defeat will leave them

rich beyond the dream of ordinary
avarice from the fruits of their alreadj
accomplished thefts.
Instead of planning the passage of a

bill for the enrichment of C. P. Hunt¬

ington, the Congress of these United
States should direct the Attorney-Gen¬
eral of the United States to take steps
to send that malefactor to a felon's
cell.

ARGUMENTS ON THE SCHOOL
BILL.

Thus far in the hearing before
Mayor Strong the arguments against
the compromise School bill have come

from those who hold positions in the
school system. The real^ pressure has
been exerted by the Board of Educa¬
tion and the school teachers, who do
not want reform in our educational
methods. The people themselves have
been represented on the otheif side
only. The difference in the pro and
con of this hearing has been marked.
On one side argument gave place to
abusive charges and personal reflec¬
tions; on the other such men as Mr.
Hewitt and Elihu Root presented the
merits of the proposed change calmly
£>nd disinterestedly. *fter all the <J.Is-
cusslon, the one plea wMoh stands con¬

spicuous and must have the most
W9ieii£ with all real friends of edu ca-1

tion is that the city and the age Itself
have outgrown the parochial methods
of the old system. It Is no longer pos-
sible to have public schools in New1
Tork City that can compare with
schools elsewhere under this regime.
Such is the testimony of the best ex¬

perts who have examined the schools
of the whole country, and who have
no personal Interest in a change.
Against this argument the charge
that the abolition of the trustee sys¬
tem will alienate the schools from the
people is about as puerile a claim as

can possibly be made. The only pos¬
sible Interest in the schools that the
public ought to feel, or probably ever,
will feel, is that its children shall get
the very best education possible, and
that the system shall be made to work
independently of the local politicians.
Education, like justice, gains nothing

whatever by partisanship and petty
intrigues. The conspicuously redeem¬
ing feature of the new bill is that it
moves the whole educational business
upon higher ground, and exacts a re¬

sponsibility that heretofore has been
dodged.

A PARTY CONTRAST.
Democratic aspirants for the Presl-1

dentlal nomination are setting their Re¬
publican rivals a very commendable
example In the perfect frankness with
which they express their convictions
upon the question of currency legisla¬
tion. They seem to admit that the
people before choosing a President
have a right to the very fullest and
most exact knowledge of his opinion
upon the issue which to-day most en-

gages intelligent public attention. The
Republican candidates for their part.]
or at least the leading ones.apparently
hold that the collection of delegates for
their own use and behoof is the one

important public business in view, and
that its smooth progress must not be
impeded by expression of their convic¬
tions bearing on the currency.
Democrats will have no reason to put

in nomination a man whose monetary
theories are in the slightest degree ob-
scured. If the great Cham of Demo¬
cratic politics, Grover Cleveland, Esq.,
be Indeed a receptive candidate, no

haze of verbal Jugglery overhangs his
frank devotion to gold and national
banks. If he be surfeited with office-
holding, ex-Governor William E. Rus¬
sell stands ready to accept any honors
Democracy has to disburse, proclaim¬
ing himself a straightforward cham¬
pion of the single gold standard and a

man whose gorge rises at the very
sound of the word bimetallism. If, as

many are coming to believe, the ma¬

jority of Democrats are believers in
"the fre(TandT unlimited coinage of sil¬
ver and gold at the ratio of 16 to 1,
they have that modern Cincinnatus,
Horace Boies, of Iowa, who is ready
to leave his plough sticking in the fur¬
row, to abandon bucolic war on potato
bugs and undertake the discomfiture
of gold bugs. There, too, is Richard
p. Bland, favorite son of Missouri,
who has been championing silver.and
accumulating mighty little of it.for
decades in the American Congress.
Finally, if Democrats seek a candidate
who believes some middle course be¬
tween gold monometallism and silver
at 16 to 1 existent and safely naviga¬
ble, who holds the White House not
superior to #:he two Houses of Con¬
gress, and who would approve a money
bill coming to him with the support of
his party in Congress assembled, they
have William R. Morrison, whose out¬
spoken opinions on .the silver question
were given wide publicity in yester¬
day's Journal.
Contrast with this readiness of Dem¬

ocratic leaders to put themselves on
record the ostrich policy of the two
foremost Republican candidates. From
McKinley or Reed no man can coax a

word.silver or golden. Whether the
latter Is best- represented by the Mas¬
sachusetts "gold bug" platform, the
Maine quibble, or his fugleman Chan¬
dler's assertion that he is a bimetal-
list, none can with any authority say.
Whether McKinley's views are best ex¬

pressed by the Ohio platform straddle,
by the extreme gold views of his per¬
sonal newspaper organ, the Chicago
Times-Herald, or by his rather silvery
record in Congress, can only be guessed
at until Mark Hanna permits the pup¬
pet candidate to talk.
The Democratic party has its trim¬

mers.ex-Governor Campbell and Vice-
President Stevenson, for example.but
its leading candidates are frank and
outspoken. The Republican party has
men not afraid to express their views-
Governor Morton on the one side, Don
Cameron on the other.but its leading
candidates are cowardly and evasive.

Cheap telephone service is in practi¬
cal demonstration at Shelbj ville, Ind.
A mutual company is maintaining an

adequate and satisfactory service there
with 225 subscribers at one dollar a

month, despite the strong opposition
of the Bell Telephone Company, which
has had exclusive control there for
years. This system applies not only
to the city, but to the adjacent country
as well. All the southern part of the
county is now in the circuit, to the
great advantage of the people of the
country and of the city. What has
been done at Shelbyville may be done
elsewhera. Co-operation by the forma¬
tion of mutual companies may yet
prove the entering wedge by which the
Bell monopoly shall be broken-

Si AMUSEMENTS TO-NIGHT. u

ACADEMY OF MUSIC .... Humanity
ABBEY'S....... John Hurt
AMERICAN . . , . . Myles Aroon
BROADWAY. . . . . Ki Copita 11
BIJOU .

.
. . . The Widow Jones

BOWERY . Variety
CASINO e . The Lady Slavey
COLUMBUS . » The Great Diamond Robbery
DORIS'S ...... Continuous Vaudeville
ED KN MUSEE . . . Wax "Works and Concerts
EMPIRE Bohemia
EIGHTH AVENUE Variety
FIFTH AVJ5NUE .... The Speculator
FOURTEENTH STREET The Villoce Postmaster

GARDEN His Absent Boy
GRAND OPERA HOUSE . . Coon Hollow
GARltlCK .... . Thoroughbred
HARLEM OrERA ...... Trilby
HERALD SQUARE . . The Heart of Maryland

HOYT'S A Black Sheep
IRVING PLACE Georg Engelg
ICE PALACE Skating
IMPERIAL MUSIC HALL . Vaudeville
KEITH'S .... Continuous Vaudeville
KOSTER & RIAL'S Chevalier and Variety
MADISON SQUARE GARDEN . C.rou*
METROPOLITAN OPERA HOUSE, Carmen
OLYMPIA THEATRE . . . Santoneili
OLYMPIA MUSIC HALL MargueritePEOPLE'S .... The Diamond Breaker
PROCTOR'S THEATRE . . . Vaudeville
PROCTOR'S PALACE .... Vaudeville

STAR The Last Stroke
SAN FORD'S . . . The Sidewalks of New York
STANDARD . , . . Chimmie Fa-deu
TONY PASTOR'S . , , Continuous Vaudeville
TROCADEKO ..... Vaudevillo

"El Gapi'aft."
Pattl, Calve, and other artists with ex¬

cessive voices and excecdine salaries were
scarcely "in It" last night with that most
most longitudinal comedian, De Wolf Hop¬
per, at the Broadway Theatre. He had come
from the West like half a dozen young Loch-
Invars, to what he, in a pathetic and almost
tear-drenched speech, alluded to at "his
home." New York was his home, he said.
Ah, yes! he felt he was with his
loved ones. And as he uttered the sweet
compliment we applauded him all the
more, forgetful of the fact that last week
Boston was his home, and that he seeks
a home where'er he goes, perhaps even In
Prairie du Chien. Wis.
Mr. Hopper brought with him from his

travels a brand new comic opera caJled
"El Capltan," with music by John Philip
Sousa, the Summer girl's hero, and a li¬
bretto by the brother of Hopper's tiny little
latitudinal funmaker, Alfred Klein. And
please note right here, instanter, that when
I say Hopper has brought with him a comic
opera, I mean it. "El Capitan" is not a

burletta, an olla podrida, a comedy opera,
an opera-comedy, an opera-comedietta, a

comedy-operinette, or any of the various
subterfuges destined to gull a too-confiding
public. It Is a comic opera of the legiti¬
mate brand.the brand that renders infa¬
mous such concoctions as "Wang" and
"Panjandrum." Hopper has listened at
last to the wee small voices of his critics,
and he has tried to please with the very
thing for which we have clamored.
The comedian has taken a step in the

right direction. I have always believed
that Hopper was far too clever a fellow to
skulk beneath the circus-cap of the buffoon,
and the "Here we are again" of the fa¬
tiguing clown. It Is possible to be funny
without being vulgar, to woo humor with¬
out its boon companion, horseplay. And in
"El Capitan" I am charmed to say that our

long-drawn-out but not exaggerated friend
has left his elephantine clowneries behind
him. This will not Interfere with his popu¬
larity in the least. A few misguided folks
may repine temporarily. The comic opera
lovers will welcome "El Capitan."
Sousa, the Summer girl's hero, has sup¬

plied some admirably light and frothy
music. He has carefully avoided the long¬
haired labyrinth into which the comic opera
fanatics of to-day seem tempted to plunge.
There is not a role in "El Capitan" that the
non-student of mathematics will fail to

understand^ There are toyant marches
that make you feel-thaE" you want to rise

and trot about the theatre, and there are

two-step-py affairs that cause your thoughts
to frou-frou gently around the uerandas of
gauzy Summer hotels. Dainty Parisian
heels will woo these marches during the
Summer months, and diaphanous draperies
will swish through the balmy ocean even-

lings to their fascinating measures. I 111 veiy
fond of Sousa. He Is a musician with no

nonsense about him. There's no algebia
about his muse. I shall always feel grateful
to him for that "directorate" two-step that
supplied my last Summer with en train and
satisfaction.
There are several winsome melodies in

"El Capitan." Your hirsute advisers will
probably Inveigh against their frivolity and
their primitive skittishness. That Is be¬
cause they have been taught to believe
that music isn't of any earthly use unless
it perplexes you like conic sections and
trigonometry. That "Champion Beyond
Compare" Is a most delectable ditty, and
there is a dirge-like arrangement in the
second act that appealed, to most
uously. In fact, throughout El capitan
Sousa has thrown dirge-shadows that con-
trast gratlfyiugly with the lf&kter and more
flippant numbers. The most entertaini «,

episode In this opera to my mind ia that
which occurs In the second act, w1lien the
mourning maidens occupy one side of the
stage and the begarlamied wedding dam¬
sels hold the other side.

,,nThe idea is a charming one, entirely un

usual, gractiously unconventional and ser
ous without even a flavor of the maudlin.
Charles Klein's book Is not bu!?kU"S °ve
with jocundity, but who cares tor a Kleii
when a Sousa is to be had? Mr. Klein,
however, has told a good ^ry, a^ be
lias told it without a tracfe of vulgarity.
Evidently his aim was a high one, and the
comic opera stage of to-day is in too
rum pled and demoralized a condition for
any discouragement to be cast upon such
an effort. There shall at a#y rate be no
wet blanket sketched by my peu. Hop-
ner's part Is that of a humorous poltroon,Ibon Errico Medigua Viceroy of lW
Ho findg himself in danger, co

fronted by an army of lns"[ge^s' sublimethn. px-Viceroy, and witli tne suDiimtj

instinct of self-preservation so popular on

thft stace lie puts poor little 1 ozzo, ma

chamberlain, In his Plac,e. fP* ^oTcoursenom de guerre of El Capitan. or .course
he has a wife.. Of course she s fat not
pretty, and unloved-^he usual so. t r

fa U iTLve with him, and this causes

complications that are humorous and in-

teingfa.1ct, there Is not the least difficulty
in understanding Mr. Ivlein s plot.
synopsis Is necessary, which is 8°1"®^1'ng:and a great deal, to be thankful for, and
the action, such as it Is, proceeds merrily,
and lags at no time. Hopper doesn t tum¬
ble downstairs or kick his subordinates in
regions that are never sacred in ordinarycoSic opera. He plays his part more se¬

dately and artistically than I have ever
seen him play anything before, and I feel
quite thankful to him, for I know that, in
his heart of hearts, he is longing to tumble
downstairs and kick little Pozzo.
The cast contains all the well-known

members of Hopper's organization. Edna
Wallace was as saucy as ever and though
her larynx has not the proportions of that
owned by Melba, she managed to scramble
through her music without tearing It and
she looked as pleasing as ever. Little Al¬
fred Klein did his usual squeak in his own
exclusive manner, and evolved plenty of
genuine mirth, and Miss Bertha \\ altzinger
warbled prettily, though with too much
emphasis upon her high notes. Miss Alice
Hosiner, the best duenna before the public
today, was eminently successful, and Ed¬
ward Stanley.wasn't.
to-day, was eininently successful, and Lu-
"EI Capitan" is most gratefully staged.

What I particularly liked was those black
costumes interspersed among the dazzling
draperies of the stage pictures. C<»niio
opera producers generally fail to realize the
attractiveness of black.
They paint their glories in radiant tlnt3

that pail. The black flecks In the pretty
tableaux at the Broadway simply enhanced
their artistic effect, just as Sousa's dirges
emphasized the frolicsome quality of his
other music. A perpetual smile wearies, and
degenerates Into a grin, and an Incessantly
cloudless sky.well, you know what that
has done to us during the recent sizzling
days. The new comic opera will give you
all the contrast vou can desire. Go and
bosk in it. ALAN DALE.

Curious Phases of the
Funding Bill Report.

Washington, April 20..Strange things
are occurring in connection with the
bill funding the indebtedness of the de¬

faulting Pacific railroads. The bill, as

agreed upon by the two Congressional
committees, has been introduced into both
the Senate and the House. In the latter
it was introduced by Mr. Powers, of Ver¬

mont, the chairman of the committee, and

formally referred back to the committee,
as required by the rules in the case of a new

bill. In a few days it is to reappear with
a majority report in its favor and a minor¬

ity report, signed by Hubbard, of Missouri,
and Bell, of Texas.
In a few days, also, we are to have from

the Senate committee a majority report in
favor of the same bill. The bill is virtually
the work of Mr. Huntington and his at¬

torneys; though it purports to be the work
of a joint sub-committee of both com¬

mittees, a body having no legal existence
under the rule forbidding the Senate to

take cognizance of action, or proposed ac¬

tion, by the House on any measure upon
which the Senate Is deliberating.
It will be remembered that Senator Mor¬

gan, anticipating some such action by the
other members of the Senate committee,
some time ago introduced resolutions in¬

structing the committee to report a bill
of a quite different character. These reso¬

lutions lay dormant, subject to his will in

calling them up, which, later, he gave no¬

tice of his intention to do on Tuesday,
the 7th. In the meantime he had, with
infinite labor, prepared a great speech
in support of them. But there Is a limit
to the endurance of even that man of i^on,
;ind when the day came he was prostrate
with what was believed by his friends to

be a mortal illness. Feeling himself break¬
ing down, he requested his fellow-members
of the committee to keep him apprised of
all that they did; and this Senator Brice

promised to do. Not only was this prom¬
ise not kept, but Senator Morgan, still
unable to leave his house, knows to-day no

more of the nature of the pending ma¬

jority report than any other citizen. The,
bill was actually "sneaked" In, and the
action of the majority of the committee,
headed by Gear, Brice and Frye, can hard¬

ly be described without using vhe felici¬
tous though hackneyed phrase, "A con¬

spiracy of silence."
That is bad enough, but worse re¬

mains to tell. Anxious, even in his great
illness, that his labor should not be lost
to the country, which he had striven, sin¬

gle-handed and against so malign an op¬
position, to serve, he confided to Senator

White, of California, the task of calling
up the resolutions, and put into that gentle¬
man's hands his great speech, to be read
in support of them. This Senator White

-and araa io_jo lt on Tuea-

day If st. For some reason with which

Senator Morgan is not acquainted ft was

not done.
Gaining somewhat In strength, though

si ill very low, Morgan then adapted his

speech for use as a minority report of the

committee. Again it was put Into the

hands of Senator White, with an urgent
request that it be introduced to-day with¬

out waiting for the still secret, but easily
conjectured, report of the majority. This

request was confided to Senator White by
three several persons, of whom your cor¬

respondent was one, and again Senator

White, though with frank reluctance, prom¬
ised compliance, and again did not comply.
He seems to have handed the report to

Senator Morgan's colleague, Senator Pugh.
The latter introduced it this afternoon, and

a few minutes later, to the amazement of

all having a knowledge of the matter, with¬
drew It.
On being apprised of these extraordinary

and disheartening proceedings, Senator

Morgan, still seriously ill and helpless In

the hands of others, was deeply affected

and righteously Indignant. When seen late
this afternoon by your correspondent he

declared his intention to put the report
into the hands of Senator Allen, of Ne¬

braska, to be reintroduced to-morrow. What
further disappointment fate has "up her

sleeve" It Is impossible to conjecture, but

that Alabama's great Senator Is still spared
to the country that honors him as one of
her wisest and purest patriots is evidently
not the fault of the principal actors, seen

and unseen. In this pitiful political tragedy.
AMBROSE BIERCE.

Mote of Less in
the Public Eye.

Paul du Challlu, the African explorer, spends
most of his time In New York at present. He
Is no longer a young man, but retains the vivaci¬
ty of youth.
Rudyard Kipling has written to friends In

England that he is growing tired of Vermont,
and contemplates a return to his native land.

The nearest living relative of Professor Roent¬

gen's said to be his first cousin, the Rev. Dr.
J. H. C. Roentgen, pastor of the First Re¬
formed Church of Cleveland.

Bishop William Taylor, the famous mission¬

ary to Africa, recently made bars of laundry
soap the currency of the natives. It met with
such favor as handy change that the Bishop's
son now sends from three to five tons at a ship¬
ment.

Professor Albert Koebele has returned to Cali¬
fornia from Honolulu for a short visit. He is
under contract with the Hawaiian Government
for three years asKa pest destroyer. He saved
California orange groves from the scale by de¬
veloping the Australian lady bug. He has done
a great deal to protect the Hawaiian coffee
plant by importing a parasite from Japan that
destroyed insects fatal to the phmt.
Most people have forgotten that Victor Hugo

had an insane daughter, who is still living in a

lunatic asylum near Paris. A day or two ago a

family gathering was held to appoint a guardian
in place of M. Auguste Vacquerle, who held the
office ti .1 death. The trust now falls upon Vic
tor lluc >'s next surviving bosom friend, SI Paul
Meuric* to be succeeded in case of another va¬
cancy I the poet's grandson, Georges Hugo. The
story o.' Adele Hugo is sad and romantic. She
eloped >vith an J&ugllsh officer to India, and wu«
there raarried without the French legaj formal¬
ities. Her wedded life was unhappy, and her
wind save way under the strain. The husband
died ome fifteen years ago ox Singapore.

Tales of the East Side;
Uiim and Thummim.

Koppel, Rebccca, Urim and Thummim.
how strangely the names fall upon the ear!
I never have heard one but what the others
Instantly flashed into memory, and I never

come across the name of Rebecca without
thinking of Urim and Thummim, and in my
wanderings through the gloomy avenues of
the Ghetto, the name of Koppel, so fre¬
quent upon the signboards, always brings
to my mind those other names.

Koppel, Rebecca, Urim and Thummim!
It was only yesterday that I came upon
a quotation from "Thanatopsls":

Yet a few days, and thee
The all-beholding sun shall see no more
In all kis course.

And it came to me to write the story of
Koppel, Rebecca, Urim and Thummim.
Urim was a doll that had lost both legs

and an arm, but its cheeks, when I first
saw It, were still pink and. In spite of its
mlstfortunes, i't 'wore a smile that neve

faded. Thummim was also a doll, somewhat
mo e rugged than Urim, but gloomy and
frorwn/ing. In spite of its state of preserva¬
tion. Koppel and Rebecea agreed that
Urim was by far the more interesting
of the two. but the two had come into the
household together, and to discard Thum¬
mim was ^altogether out of the question.
Koppel -was a oioakmaker, and it was

during the big strike that I first met him.
Of all the members of that 'big trades union
henlon'e had continued to 'work when the
strike Tras declared, and they all cursed
him. Pleading and threats alike wem of
no avail to induce ihlm to leave the shop;
for the pa'ltry pittance that he could earn
he abandoned his union and violated his
oath of affiliation.
At every meeting ihe was denounced, his

name was hissed, ho Tvas an outcast among
his kind.
When I tapped upon his door there was

no response. I opened it and beheld a

child with raven hair, so busily occupied with
undressing a doll that she did not look up
until I asked:
"Is Mr. Koppel In?"
She turned with a start and gazed at me

in astonishment. Her 'big, brown eyes "were

opened wide at the apparition of a stranger,
yet she did not seem at all alarmed. After
a moment's hesitation.the door was still
open.she approached me and held out the
doll.
"Urim!"' she said. I took It, and -with

a happy smile she ran to a corner of the
room, where, from under a table, she
dragged another doll.
"T'ummim!" she said, holding It out

to me.

Then Koppel entered the room. Ha
knew me, although I had never seen him
before, and readily guessed the object of
my errand.
"You are from the newspaper," he said.

"You want to know why I did not strike."
When the lamplight fell upon his coun-

tenance I saw that he was a mlserable-
looking creature, servile in his manner

and repulsive to the eye. He did not appear
to be very strong, and the climb of the
stairs seemed to have exhausted him. He
sat down, and the girl climbed upon his
knee. She threw her arm around his neck,
and, looking up at me with a pretty smile,
said:
"Urim.T'ummim.mine!"
Koppel stroked her head, and a look of

deep love came into his eyes, and then I
began to understand.
"She has no mother," he said. "I must

-pa^-a- £g.o&-_L.t-can't
strike.can I?"
One of the dolls slipped from my hand

and fell to the floor.
"Urim!" cried the little one, slipping hast¬

ily from her father's knee to pick It up.
Tenderly she examined the doll's head; it
w%s unscathed. Then she looked up at me

and held out her arms and her mouth
formed Into a rosebud. It was a charming
picture, altogether out of place.naive, pic¬
turesque. utterly delightful.
"You must go to bed," said her father,

sternly. "The foolish thing wants you to
kiss her."
We became friends.Koppel, Rebecca,

Urim, Thummim and I.
"I was reading the Pentateuch aloud', one

nlgjit," explained Koppel. "and she caught
the words Urim and Thummim. They
pleased her and she has not. forgotten
them."
I have not said that Rebecca was pretty.

She was more than pretty; there was a

light in her baby face that bespoke a

glorious womanhood. There was a quiet
dignity In her baby manners that can be
found only among the children of the Orl
ent. She was a wlnsc~ie child, and during
the day, when her father was at work, the
children from far and near would come

to make a pet of her.
The strike was at an end and Koppel

was discharged. Wnen I came to the
house a few days later Rebecca was eat¬
ing a piece of dry bread, saving a few
crumbs for Urlr/i and Thummim. Koppel,
In gloomy silence, was watching her.
"She is not well/' he said. "She has

had nothing to eat but bread for three
days. I must send her to an Institution.''
The next morning the doctor was there,

prescribing for her in a perfunctory way,
for it was merely a charity case. She
smiled feebly when she saw me and handed
me a doll that lay beside her.

"It's Thummim," I said. "Wont you give
me Urim?"
She shook her head and smiled. She was

holding Urim against her breast.
It happened five years ago, and it seems

but yesterday. It was a warm day, even

as yesterday was. The streets of the
Ghetto were filled with the market throng,
and the air hummed with sounds of life.
The picture is before me now, and I

can see each detail as distinctly as I see
the pen In my hand.
A white hearse stands before the house.

The driver, unaided, bears a tiny coffin
out of the gloomy hallway into the bright
sunshine. The group of Idlers make way
for him and look on with curiosity, as he
deposits his burden within the hearse.
There are no carriages. There are no

flowers. Koppel walks slowly out of the
house, his eyes fastened upon the side¬
walk, his lips moving as if he were mut¬
tering to himself. In his hand he carries a

bulky package. Without looking to right
or left, he climbs beside the driver, and
the hearse rattles down the street.

I mounted the stairs to his home, and
found everything as it had been when
I was there Inst.everything save Koppel
and Rebecca and Urim and Thummim, and
these I never saw again.

RUDOLPH BLOCK.

Sympathy for tlie Volcano.
[Philadelphia Ledger.]

Speaker Reed's critics aro solemnly warning
him that he is "nittlns: on a volcano;" but If
that is tlie case, people who have had casual
encounters with Mr. Reed will sympathize with
tho volcano.

A Medium Cliance.
[Pittsburg ChroniCleJ

Spirits appear to tako an interest in politics.
Ono of them is reports as predicting the nom¬
ination of Governor Morton for President. It
will be seen from this that New York's favorite
eon haa a "medium" chance.

.1

Some Information
for the People.

The Journal will answer on each Tuesday serious
questions sent in by readers during the preceding week,
but will pay no attention to idle orfoolish questions.

Apply to the Congressman of Your
District.

Editor Journal:
Dear Sir.Wonild you kindly favor ma with

Information regarding the appointments of cadets
at Anapolls and to whom i could refer as to
the particulars of the same? Thanking you In mi--
vance, I remain, yours truly,
.

THOMAS A. CHRISTOPHER.
New York, April IS.

The Rapldest Rapid Transit.
Editor Journal:
^?ar '^ir.Will you kindly inform a constant

reader whether any railroad train in America
has beaten the record of the "Firing Scotch¬
man, and If so, what that record'is V

X7 . A
SCOTCH-AMERICAN.

New York, April 15.
The fastest train in the world Is the "Empire

State Express. "The Flying Scotchman," via
the London & Northwestern and Caledonian rail¬
ways, the fastesife long distance train in Europe,
runs from London to Edinburgh, a distance of
400 miles, In eight hours, including three stops,
an average speed of fifty miles per hour. The
"Empire State Express," of the New York
Central, the fastest train in the world, makes
the ran from New York to Buffalo, a distance
of 440 miles, in eight hours and fifteen minutes,
including four stops and twenty-eight slow¬
downs, an average speed of fifty-three and ona-
thlrd miles per hour.

About "Cuba I/ibre."
Editor Journal:
Dear Sir.Please inform me what Is the capl«
«

Cuba Libre," and what are the names
of the President and Secretary of War?

AN AMERICAN.
The capital of "Cuba Libre" is Cubitas, an al¬

most inaccessible, guarded camp in Camaguey.
The President of the Republlo is the Marqius
Cisneros de Betancourt, and the Secretary of
War is Carlos Roloff.

Le»il Rights in a Dramatization.
Editor Journal:
Dear Sir.Will you kindly answer the follow¬

ing through the columns of your paper? A has
dramatized a certain novel, written about thirty
years ago by an English author, long since dead.
Editions of this work have been and are stlli
published in this country by any one who de¬
sires to do so. It has also been dramatized be¬
fore, or used as a basis of a play, and in one
Instance produced In England under the super¬
vision of the author of the novel, -although the
dramatization was not made by him.
In the arrangement made by A he has adhered

to the author's language very closely, although
using but a fraction of the whole book; but
ho has introduced certain scenic effects never
before used in a play based upon this book or
novel.
A claims that any one may dramatize the

novel, because it Is common property, unpro¬
tected by the international copyright laws of
1891, and also Claims that if he introduces cer¬
tain scenic effects not hitherto incorporated in
any play based upon this novel, he Is entitled
to copyright protection for his particular drama-
tlzatlon. X. K
Now York, April 18.
Were it not for the common law there would

be no objection to producing your dramatization,
but the novel having been dramatized and pro¬
duced in England your production here would
probably be Interfered with, regardless of your
added scenic effects. If you are anxious to pro¬
duce your play, you can probably make easy
terms by correspondence. This is the usual way
Out in the circumstances stated. The copyright
law of 1891 does not apply.

Soda Water and Fruit Stands on
Sunday.

Editor Journal:
Dear Sir.I wish to ask through vour paper

a few questions: First, is there a law not al¬
lowing soda water stands on the stoop in front
of one's own place of business Sundays? Sec¬
ond, does not this law of closing up groceries
and delicatessens at 10 a. m. sharp Sundays
relate to Italian grocery and fruit stands as
well, where fruit stand is used only as a.blind,
doing a thriving business and coining money
while American citizens are obeyinir the law?
-Tftffr rwrowtilf^Jr -Jfc .denxerest.
New York, April 14.
The law regarding soda water stands Is not

in operation. If the Italian sells groceries, as
well as fruit, at his stand after 10 o'clock Sun¬
day morning, your resource lies In notifying the
police. ,

Taking a Mortgage off the Record.
Editor Journal:
Dear Sir.Will you kindly Inform me through

your paper, when a chattel mortgage is paid,
and when the same has been recorded by the
party issuing the loan and paying for the re¬
cording, is the party to whom the loan Is made
supposed to pay for taking the same off the
record, or Is the party Issuing the loan com¬
pelled to pay? Yours truly.

C. NAMMERBURGH.
Newark, N. J., April 16.
The debtor who demands the release of a

mortgage should tender the Instrument to be
executed, and also the expenses of its execu¬

tion, as well as of "taking the mortgage off!
the record," or satisfying It on the margin of
the rceord.

To Become a Citizen..
Editor Journal:
Dour Sir.Will you Inform me through von<

paper, the Journal, how long I must have* re¬
sided in this countrv before I can become an
American citizen ? Have been here three years
and a half and would like to apply for natural¬
isation as soon as convenient. E. B.
New York April 14.
The naturalization laws of this country pre¬

scribe these time conditions for your admis¬
sion to citizenship: If it shall appear to the sat¬
isfaction of the court to "which you shall apply
that you have made a declaration to become a

citizen two years before applying for final
papers and have resided continuously In the
United States for at least five years and one

year within the State or Territory where such
court Is held, and have behaved as a man of
good moral character and loyal to the principles
of the Constitution you will be admitted to citi¬
zenship.

Doctors and Their Rills.
Editor Journal:
Dear Sir.Would yon please answer througU

the Journal if there is a law compelling any one
to pay a doctor's bill when the treatment was

wrong, as he has placed the bill in a collector's
hands. I have a little property, but it la
^mortgaged and have no other means of paying

it. . MRS. H. L. E.
New York,.April 18.
Unless you can prove malpractice you must pay

your physician.

Debtor and Creditors.
Editor Journal:
Dear Sir.Could yon inform me if there }j

any law releasing a man who has failed in bus¬
iness and did not have enousrh to pay his debts
without getting those that he owes to release
him? I owe some, but I cannot get the parties
that I owe to release me. I have friends that
will help me to start airain. but will not until
I am released from my former liabilities.

BUSINESS.
Ballston Spa, April 17.
You may petition th£ court to discharge yon

from your debts, but you must annex to your

petition a statement executed by one or more
of your creditors residing in the United States,
whose debts, owed them by you, amount to nol
less than two-thirds of all your debts to cred¬
itors residing in the United States. This state¬
ment must consent to your discharge from yon«
debts upon compliance with other provisions.
If you cannot obtain the consent of this two-
thirds amount, you cannot secure your discharge.
Your case seems nn easy one for adjustment
by friendly mediation such as happens dally.

The Law and a Deserter.
Editor Journal:
Dear Sir.Will you please answer this ques«

tion and oblige a reader? Can a deserter from
the English army or the army and navy reserve,
who has become a citizen of the United States,
go back to England without fear of arrest, pro¬
vided he deserted before the Queen's Jubilee?

JAMES A. HICKEY.
East Albany, April 10.
No; your American citizenship does not pre¬

vent your artest for such a crime committed
previous to yonr naturalization. The amnesty
during the Queen's Jubilee was in her proclama¬
tion pardoning such deserters from her army and
navy who should report for duty within six
months after the Issue of the proclainuUoo uud
»erre tUetr terra of enlistment*


